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. « « SOMe mistake

There was a piece in the Daily Telegraph (4 May) making the striking claim
that ‘Trump’s hundred days have been a triumph. The swamp is being drained’.
It was by Nile Gardiner, Director of the Margaret Thatcher Center for Freedom
at The Heritage Foundation in Washington, DC.! This organisation bearing the
Blessed Margaret’s name is not to be confused with the Margaret Thatcher
Foundation, ‘formed in 1991 to advance the cause of political and economic

freedom’ and initially apparently funded by Thatcher’s own money. This
Foundation has five broad goals:

1.

5.

To promote the widest possible acceptance of democracy, market
principles, the rule of law, and strong defence

To encourage strong transatlantic links between Britain, Europe, and
North America

To assist and encourage the peoples of the former communist
countries and other oppressive regimes across the world as they
adopt democracy

To foster greater contact between Western nations and those of the
Middle East in the region's search for a lasting peace with security

To further free trade throughout the world

Somehow Mr Gardiner has not noticed that President Trump is opposed to all
five of those goals.

1 <https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/05/04/trump-hundred-days-triumph/
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*new*
The Starmer mystery
The always interesting Craig Murray wrote this recently:

It remains my belief that Starmer has always been a deep-state
operative and that he is deliberately driving the Labour Party to its own
destruction. Among the strongest evidence for this, in my view, is the
fact that all of the documentation on his involvement in the Assange
case, the Savile case, the Janner case, and other high-level paedophile
cases while he was Director of Public Prosecutions was allegedly
destroyed by the state while the Conservatives were in office and
Starmer in opposition. The Deep State was protecting him and
preparing his way to power.

When I clicked on ‘Assange case’ and ‘Savile case’ in the paragraph above I got
nothing, ‘404’ in both cases. The closest you can get about Assange/Starmer
on Declassified is a story about the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS)
destroying files relating to Starmer’s trips to Washington to discuss Assange
while he was Director of Public Prosecutions.2 The CPS claim the files were
destroyed because they were of a routine nature. About which explanation
Declassified is suitably sceptical. However, there are many reasons why such
files might have been destroyed which are not connected to the Deep State
‘protecting’ Starmer. We might start with the Americans’ desire not see
discussions of the Assange case made public; or the British state’s desire that
we not see how subservient it is to its American equivalents.

On the Savile case, Murray wrote about it and Starmer’s links to it, at
some length in ‘How the Establishment Functions3 in 2022. He wrote this:

It is also very interesting how unanimously the Establishment has
decided to protect Keir Starmer. They faced a real danger for a few
years with one of England’s two main parties under the control of
genuinely radical figures. Having managed to get the big-money friendly
Sir Keir Starmer into place and neutralize any possible threat to their
wealth, the ferocity of the Establishment’s defense of Starmer is
fascinating.

But again, there all kinds of possible reasons why the British state didn’t want
public examination of its role in the Savile non-prosecution which have nothing

2 <https://shorturl.at/tg4SZ> or <https://www.declassifieduk.org/cps-does-not-know-what-
records-it-destroyed-related-to-keir-starmers-washington-trips/>

3 <https://consortiumnews.com/2022/02/10/how-the-establishment-functions/>
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to do with protecting Keir Starmer. Murray continued:

But even if you do not accept my theory that Starmer may be
destroying the Labour Party on purpose, perhaps you might accept that
Starmer would prefer to see the Labour Party destroyed than see it in
power as a left-wing party. The Thatcherite agenda of austerity, benefit
cuts and attacks on the non-working and disabled, monetarism,
militarism and jingoism, with anti-immigrant policies allied to
unqguestioning Zionism, is perhaps a true reflection of Starmer’s core
beliefs; as these align precisely with the Deep State agenda, the
question of whether Starmer is a true believer or a blank cipher for the
Deep State is moot.

But what are Starmer’s ‘core beliefs’? I have no idea and neither, apparently,
does Murray. What evidence we have of the group which promoted him within
the Labour Party, Labour Together, suggests that it was the Israel lobby who
had the greatest investment in the man.4 On the other hand it may simply be
that Starmer is just another politician - like Tony Blair and Gordon Brown -
who simply wanted to be prime minister. Murray might be right about Starmer
but, as yet, there is no evidence.

*new*
Dallas again

By virtue of having worked for the Washington Post and being cautious with
his use of the evidence, Jefferson Morley has become the respectable face of
the Kennedy assassination researchers for the major American media. I was
looking at his site5> and noticed that among the handful of other sites he
recommends is a British one, <22november1963.org.uk/>, ‘an introduction to
the JFK Assassination’. I searched it for Chauncey Holt ¢ and found that it
carried the conventional view of Holt: that his claim to have been one of the
three ‘tramps’ photographed in Dallas had been falsified by the release of
Dallas police files on three tramps who were arrested in Dallas after the
shooting. Under a subheading ‘Who Were the Three Tramps in Dealey Plaza?’
we are told:

Plenty of people were mistakenly named as the three tramps before the

4 See this column in Lobster 88 under subhead The Labour Party and the Israel lobby.
5 <https://jfkfacts.substack.com/>

6 <http://22november1963.org.uk/three-tramps-in-dealey-plaza>
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discovery in 1992 of their arrest records revealed that they were in fact
just three ordinary tramps who were in the wrong place at the wrong
time.

But this isn’t true. As I have demonstrated before in these columns, the three
tramps whose arrest records were released, were picked up shortly after the
assassination.” The ‘three tramps’ were photographed at least two hours later.8
Nonetheless, when the arrest records of the first set of tramps - who were
tramps, or hobos in American English — were released by the Dallas police, the
few researchers who had looked at Holt® dismissed him as another fantasist, a
designation which stuck. Holt then had the curious experience of being the
only person to be involved - albeit peripherally — in the assassination plot who
had come forward, and not be believed.

There are now two key entry points into the events in Dallas (as opposed
to the cover-up). One is the tape recording of LB]’s assistant, Clifford Carter,
talking about LBJ’s hit-man, Mac Wallace, organising the assassination.10 The
other is Holt’s account of being tasked by the CIA to make a rifle which would
fire rounds already fired from a Mannlicher-Carcano (the rifle owned by
Oswald). The smooth bore rifle produced by Holt’s team would have been weak
and inaccurate when fired. This implies that the CIA wanted to fake an
assassination attempt on JFK - presumably to be attributed to Lee Harvey
Oswald, whom the Agency had encouraged to appear in public as a pro-Castro
activist.

Rather than poring over official files which will tell us little of significance,
researchers would be more usefully employed spending their time on Holt and
Wallace. Jim DiEugenio, for example, has been through some of the 77,000
files related to the JFK assassination recently released. He has written an essay
about some of the new information he has found and his disappointment that
the major media don’t devote more time and energy to

7 See <https://shorturl.at/ta8QJ> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/71/
jfk-chauncey-holt-and-the-three-tramps-redux/> p. 2.

8 See <https://shorturl.at/ta8QJ> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/71/
jfk-chauncey-holt-and-the-three-tramps-redux/> p. 3.

Police artist Lois Taylor’s analysis of the photographs is still available at
<https://web.archive.org/web/20191217233356/http://jfkmurdersolved.com/loisl.htm>.

9 One of the earliest accounts is William E. Kelly’s *Meet Chauncey Holt’ at
<https://www.maryferrell.org/showDoc.html?docld=48769#relPageld=36>.

10 Discussed below under subhead Dallas again.
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the subject.1! But fascinating though the snippets DiEugenio found will be to
some JFK researchers, they tell us nothing about the shots on Dealey Plaza.

Hybrid warfare

So-called ‘Havana syndrome’ (discussed below), the Russian assault on over
1000 US overseas diplomatic personnel, using sound or electromagnetic
radiation (almost certainly the latter), has established that such devices work
and are operational. Robert McCreight surveys this new field in ‘The war inside
your mind: unprotected brain battlefields and neuro-vulnerability’.12 This
paragraph is from his abstract.

Our brains are vulnerable daily within a complex electromagnetic—cyber
—RF saturated environment and that vulnerability is critical to grasping
our collective dilemma. Cognitive integrity is a paramount risk for our
times.

That’s not a great final sentence but the gist is clear enough.

X

There has been a lot of research and comment on Russia’s so-called hybrid
warfare - sabotage, disinformation, assassination, psy-ops etc. — as a quick
google demonstrates. The Daily Telegraph ran a long piece on some recent
events in Germany which seem to show the Russians using migrants for
operations in Germany.13

One of the obvious difficulties produced by the on-going conflict with
Russia is distinguishing between Russian psy-ops and the activities of those
who are, as it were, not sufficiently anti-Russian.

One such incident, involving Richard Sakwa, was written recently up by Kit

Klarenberg on The Gray Zone.14 Sakwa is a historian who has written a number
of books about, or bearing on, the Russia-Ukraine conflict. They have been

11 ‘The Nothingburgers? Nope’ at
<https://www.kennedysandking.com/john-f-kennedy-articles/the-nothingburgers-nope>.

12 <https://www.academia.edu/2837-4010/2/1/10.20935/AcadBiol6156>

13 Happily this article, behind the Telegraph paywall, was reproduced on Yahoo
<https://www.yahoo.com/news/russia-recruiting-migrants-carry-attacks-200641272.htmi>.

14 ‘British intel sought to silence West’s top Russia academic’, leaks reveal
<https://thegrayzone.com/2025/04/01/british-intel-top-russia-academic-leaks/>.
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widely praised, not least in these columns.15 Klarenberg wrote:

In a March 2022 email entitled “"Russians in our Universities,” British
military intelligence officer and former senior NATO advisor Chris
Donnelly accused Sakwa of being a Russian “fellow traveller” who'd
been “gradually breaking cover,” insisting the professor was “far too
well-informed about Russian strategy to be called just ‘a useful idiot.
Another email reveals Donnelly fantasizing about publicly exposing the
[sic] Sakwa for being “funded by Russian entities” - a claim the
professor strenuously denies.

rr

Donnelly has no evidence, of course - at least none he has revealed.16

In another email — and how Klarenberg got access to his emails is
unexplained - Donnelly writes:

Ref our chat this morning about dubious people keeping their heads
down at the moment, here’s someone who has done the opposite. See
the link below for Richard Sakwa’s interview with the strongly
Anglophobic LaRouche organisation.

Ah yes, the LaRouchies. I wonder if Sakwa knew anything about the
organisation before the interview. About thirty years ago I used to get regular
calls from one of LaRouche’s people in Paris. We would have a pleasant chat
about this or that; then I would say something which conflicted with the
LaRouche position and, with an almost audible click, my caller’s brain would
turn off and he would hang up.

Empathy and Mr Musk

There has been a fair bit of discussion recently about the hostility of Elon Musk
and some of the American Christian right to the concept of empathy - i.e. the
ability to care about the pain or suffering of others.1” There has been a good

15 Most recently by Scott Newton at
<https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/88/the-lost-peace-by-richard-sakwa/>.

16 A detailed account of Donnelly is at <https://shorturl.at/5TW9P> or
<https://www.moonofalabama.org/2018/12/the-strange-mind-of-christopher-nigel-
donnelly.html>.

17 There is a useful summary at <https://shorturl.at/B2LUS> or <https://
www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2025/apr/08/empathy-sin-christian-right-musk-
trump>. Musk’s lack of empathy was noted in 2023 at
<https://www.vox.com/culture/23872485/elon-musk-walter-isaacson-biography-review>.
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deal of research into empathy in the past decade,!8 the conclusion of which
might be summarised thus:

The researchers found that leftists’ brains display a stronger empathetic
response to others’ suffering than the brains of rightists. The tempo-
parietal junction is a part of the brain that is important for humans’
ability to “putting yourself in others’ shoes”, also called cognitive
empathy. This brain area was more active during the empathizing task
in leftists than in rightists. The researchers concluded that these results
support earlier observations that political leftists respond more
empathetically to others’ suffering than political rightists.19

So, is empathy genetic or learned behaviour? The evidence suggests that it is
part genetic but can be also be learned.20 Was Elon Musk born the way he is or
made that way by his non-empathic father? If the Wikipedia entry on Elon’s
father is remotely accurate, Elon is very much his father’s son.

As is common with the very rich, Musk is not one to let something as
piffling as the truth get in his way. He commented recently that he was
prompted to buy Twitter (i.e. what is now X) so he could remove the
censorship which he was seeing on it and ‘let the marketplace of ideas win’.2!

I asked Google ‘Is X censored now?’ and got this:

AI Overview

Yes, there are ongoing concerns about censorship on X (formerly
Twitter). While Elon Musk has stated his commitment to free speech,
the platform has been criticized for complying with government
requests to remove or restrict content, and for instances of selective
enforcement of its own rules. This includes complying with takedown
requests from Turkey and India, which have been criticized for
silencing critics.

Here’s a more detailed look:

Government Requests:

X has complied with a high percentage of government requests to
remove or restrict content, including requests from authoritarian

18 Summarised and discussed at
<https://crucibleofthought.com/a-new-look-at-empathy/>.

19 <https://shorturl.at/afFq5> or <https://students.uu.nl/en/gsls/do-your-political-
preferences-predict-how-empathetic-you-are# >

20 <https://shorturl.at/EYSZN> or <https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/conservative-
and-liberal-brains-might-have-some-real-differences/>

21 <https://www.thedailybeast.com/elon-musk-reveals-how-he-was-radicalized-by-twitter/>
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regimes. This has led to concerns that the platform is not truly
upholding free speech principles.

Selective Enforcement:

There have been examples of X suspending or restricting accounts,
particularly those that criticized Elon Musk or his policies, while
seemingly allowing other accounts to post content that could be
considered harmful or problematic.

Increased Content Moderation:

X has also implemented more stringent content moderation policies,
leading to a significant increase in account suspensions and content
removals.

Public vs. Private:

While Musk publicly advocates for free speech, the platform’s actions
suggest a different approach, with a greater emphasis on compliance
with government requests and internal content moderation policies.

Transparency:

X’s recent transparency reports have been criticized for providing
limited details on the frequency and nature of government takedown
requests and how the platform has handled them.

Under Elon Musk, Twitter has approved 83% of censorship requests
by authoritarian governments

Kincora was a honeytrap?

David Burke is an Irish barrister who is writing about events during ‘the
Troubles’. His Operation Clockwork Orange?2 was discussed in this column in
Lobster 8623 and John Newsinger recommends his Kitson’s Irish War in his
review of Kitson’s memoir in this issue. Burke has a new book out, The Puppet
Masters: How MI6 Masterminded Ireland’s Deepest State Crisis (Cork: Mercier
Press, 2024). In that there is this paragraph:

[MI6’s Maurice] Oldfield’s sexual preference was for young men. He
slept with male prostitutes, some of whom were destitute teenagers,
and built up a library of pornographic photographs at his flat in London.

22 A free on-line text at
<https://coverthistory.ie/2023/04/09/download-an-orchard-of-bad-apples-by-david-burke/>.

23 Under subhead More on Clockwork Orange.
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Bearing this in mind, it is not difficult to understand how he had the
stomach to oversee MI6’s egregious Kincora Boys’ Home child abuse
‘honey trap’ operation in Belfast.8 Teenage boys were used as bait for
Loyalist politicians and paramilitaries. A series of Loyalist paedophiles
were ensnared by the scheme, including members of parliament.24

And his source for this claim? His note 8 reads ‘Private interview with MI6
operative’. Which isn’t enough for such a startling claim, is it? And assuming it
to be true, who could that MI6 source be? Who is still alive from those days?

Lyalin

I was talking to Peter Sanderson, whose experience in ‘the British Gladio’ is at
the centre of the essay on that subject in Lobster 81.25 He reminded me that
the immediate cause of the revival of the British ‘stay behind’ network in the

mid 1970s was the reports of Oleg Lyalin, a KGB officer in the UK, who
defected in 1971.26

LYALIN was in the process of selecting and reporting on sites to be used
for the infiltration by air and sea of Soviet sabotage groups into the UK
during the period of crisis preceding the outbreak of conventional war.
He had submitted a comprehensive plan for the seaborne landing of a
group (or groups) on the North Yorkshire coast and consideration was
being given to the selection of a dropped zone for an airborne landing
north of the Caledonian Canal. He was also building up a group of UK
domiciled agents.

[....]

From what LYALIN has said, there can be little doubt that whilst taking
account of the risks of attribution and escalation, the Department V. are
making dispositions to commence sabotage operations in the UK in a
period of possibly prolonged crisis, leading up to the outbreak of war.
During such a period, a variety of sabotage measures would be taken,

24 See also <https://coverthistory.ie/2023/09/29/kincoras-darkest-secret/>.

25 See <https://shorturl.at/QCzWt> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/
81/the-british-gladio-and-the-murder-of-sergeant-speed/>.

26 For an account of Lyalin, see Tom Carver, ‘The saboteur who came in from the cold’ at
<https://shorturl.at/HYgNb> or <https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/world/43748/the-
saboteur-who-came-in-from-the-cold>. Considering his apparent significance, Lyalin got
strikingly little coverage - less than a page - in Christopher Andrew and Oleg Gordievsky’s
KGB: The Inside Story (1990).
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including in their objectives the demoralisation of the civilian population
and the complete disruption of the political and economic life of the
country.?2?

‘The outbreak of conventional war’ between the Soviet Union and the UK or
NATO was vanishingly unlikely and Lyalin’s activities were clearly at the far end
of the ‘just in case’ category of research. Nonetheless, his testimony provided
NATO with the pretext for a couple of major military exercises,28 and provided
an excuse for the British military to revive ‘stay behind’ groups.

‘This is not a nothing-burger ...’

. . was Jefferson Morley’s initial reaction to the JFK documents recently
declassified.2° Morley was referring to the revelation that head of CIA counter-
intelligence (CI), James Angleton, began collecting reports on Oswald in 1959.
A week or so later Morley wrote:

‘The new JFK files yield clear and convincing evidence of CIA
responsibility for JFK’s assassination . . . A small clique in CIA
counterintelligence was responsible for JFK’s assassination.’ 30

Unless he has discovered something that hasn’t been reported yet, the
evidence does not support that conclusion. Or, rather, this is not the only
conclusion the available evidence supports. The fact that CIA CI was watching
Oswald does not tell us that CI did the shooting. And given what we know
about the CIA, it is highly improbable that CI organised such an event.
Angleton’s interest in Oswald seems to have been part of his hunt for KGB
penetration agents in the CIA. John Newman has argued recently that Oswald
was sent to the Soviet Union in the hope that information he gave to the
Soviets would turn up in the discourse of suspected ‘moles’ in the Agency.3!

27 These paras are from declassified FBI documents reproduced at
<https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2018/feb/06/fbi-opfoot/>.

28 ‘Crusader 80’ was the exercise in which Smith and his Territorial Army colleagues played a
part. On ‘Crusader 80’ see <https://shorturl.at/qjWQc> or <https://www.earfca.org.uk/public-
news/the-personal-account-of-operation-crusader-by-jackie-allan/>.

29 <https://shorturl.at/PuU0D> or <https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/latest-batch-
jfk-assassination-documents-show-kennedys-distrust-cia-rcnal97163>

30 <https://jfkfacts.substack.com/p/tonight-jfk-live-podcast-the-mastermind>

31 In his new book Uncovering Popov’s Mole. See the extract at <https://shorturl.at/hdyok>
or <https://educationforum.ipbhost.com/topic/28231-john-newmans-latest-on-popovs-mole/
page/2/>.
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In Lobster 75 I noted the work of Paul Bleau in identifying other apparent,
pro-Cuban patsies.32 Which makes obvious sense: if you are going to
assassinate JFK - or, as I believe, pretend to assassinate JFK — and blame it on
a pro-Castro activist, the operation would need fallbacks in case the first choice
patsy was not in place on the day chosen. (Indeed, we do not know if Oswald
was the first choice.) In a recent article Bleau analyses two groups of letters
that have been found, apparently discussing a Cuban attempt to kill JFK. Bleau
notes that this disinformation operation began shortly after the defeat of the
CIA’s Cubans at the Bay of Pigs.33 Bleau concludes:

Find out who designed tactics for either the false flag plots, their roll-
out, the propaganda themes, and who got the instructions through to
contacts in Havana to send the letters, who set up the FPCC tainting
strategy . . . You have a strong case of who was behind the JFK
assassination at the operations management level.

Or, I would argue, you have a strong case for who was behind the phoney JFK
assassination at the operations management level.

Morley, Bleau and others who believe the CIA-dunit explanation of the
event are either unaware of the late Chauncey Holt or have dismissed him.
However, if we take Holt seriously, his account of preparing a rifle for the CIA
which would take previously fired Mannlicher-Carcano rounds (the rifle Oswald
allegedly fired at JFK’s car was a Mannlicher-Carcano), is consistent only with a
fake assassination attempt. For the rifle created had a smooth bore and was
therefore relatively weak and inaccurate.

The disinformation campaign shown by the fake Cuban assassination
letters began shortly after the failure the Bay of Pigs invasion in April 1961.
This suggests that immediately after their Cuban defeat, the Agency began to
prepare for a second invasion; and that the pretext for the invasion would be
the obvious one: a (phoney) assassination attempt on JFK which would be
blamed on Castro’s Cuba.

More on Starmer
The essential Declassified UK reported that Keir Starmer, while a member of

32 Paul Bleau, ‘The Three Failed Plots to Kill JFK: The Historians’ Guide on how to Research his
Assassination - with an addendum’ at <https://tinyurl.com/yczypwr4> or <https://
kennedysandking.com/john-f-kennedy-articles/the-three-failed-plots-to-kill-jfk-the-historians-
guide-on-how-to-research-his-assassination>.

33 <https://www.kennedysandking.com/john-f-kennedy-articles/the-pepe-letters>
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Jeremy Corbyn’s shadow cabinet, joined the Trilateral Commission.34 He spoke
at the November 2017 European annual meeting in London. His doing so is
both an expression of political ambition on Starmer’s part and, given his
membership in the Corbyn shadow cabinet, a striking act of hypocrisy.

I am grateful to Colin Challen for the reference in his blog35 to a piece by
Andy Haldane. Andy Haldane? Yes, this is erstwhile Chief Economist at the
Bank of England Andrew Haldane. He wrote in a recent piece in the New
Statesman:

As they entered office in mid-2024 one thing was certain about Labour's
plan for growth: they did not have one. There was no recipe book, and
few raw ingredients for growth were in place. Apart from a shopping list
wistfully titled ‘securonomics’, the kitchen at No.11 was bare.36

Or, as the subtitle to his essay had it: 'The Chancellor’'s major announcements
have been reheated leftovers from the Treasury’s freezer".

Since the Starmer group must have been preparing for office for at least
two years, that they arrived with no economic policies is very striking and
seems to answer the question, ‘What does the Starmer government want to
do?’ The answer, apparently, is simply ‘to be in office’.

The anti-semitism smear against Jeremy Corbyn

The recent detailed account of the rise of Keir Starmer3” massively underplays
the anti-semitism smear against Jeremy Corbyn. The Labour Friends of Israel
get two passing references. The major media in this country is still unable or
unwilling to present the episode honestly. And it’s not because there is no
evidence. There has been a major study of the events by the Glasgow Media
Group which reported that Corbyn-as—anti-semite generated over five

34 <https://shorturl.at/2T6IG> or <https://www.declassifieduk.org/keir-starmer-joined-
secretive-cia-linked-group-while-serving-in-corbyns-shadow-cabinet/>

There are currently no British politicians listed as members of the Trilateral’s European
Executive Committee. See <https://www.trilateral.org/about/members-fellows/>.

35 <http://www.colinchallen.org/blog>

36 <https://shorturl.at/98NfO> or <https://www.newstatesman.com/spotlight/economic-
growth/2025/03/labours-growth-plan-failing-andy-haldane>

37 Patrick Maguire and Gabriel Pogrund, Get In (London: the Bodley Head, 2025), reviewed in
this issue at <https://shorturl.at/Tg1jK> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/
issue/90/get-in-the-inside-story-of-labour-under-starmer-by-patrick-maguire-and-gabriel-
pogrund/>.
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thousand stories and articles in the three years after he became leader of the
Labour Party.38 Greg Philo of that Media group reported that the study’s
authors

commissioned Survation to ask 1,009 people how many Labour
members faced antisemitism complaints, the average estimate — at 34
percent — was over three hundred times the published figures.39
(Emphasis added.)

In a similar way, the major media have been unwilling to discuss the role of
Raffi Berg, the BBC’s Middle East editor, in manipulating the BBC’s coverage of
events in Gaza in favour of Israel.40

Finally, John McEvoy at Declassified UK reported that the Israel lobby had
given money to a quarter of British MPs — something else the major media has
not felt worth reporting.4!

Broken-down Blighty

Amidst the chorus of derision at President Trump’s economic policies, I haven’t
noticed a single voice pointing out that his apparent aim of rebuilding the US
manufacturing economy behind tariff walls is not a million miles from the
central idea in the Labour Left’s Alternative Economic Strategy of the 1980s.42

In the USA domestic manufacturing is around 10% of the economy. In the
UK around 9%. Both countries went down the road of globalisation in the
1980s, either allowing domestic manufacturing to relocate abroad or failing to
create conditions at home for it to prosper. The Tories - Howe, Lawson and
Thatcher - were entirely City of London-focused, knowing and caring nothing
about manufacturing Britain. Their successors and acolytes, Brown and Blair,
thought manufacturing didn’t matter, that there was a natural evolution away
from making things to ‘the knowledge economy’.

Well, here we are. According to a report by the The National Institute of
Economic and Social Research (NIESR) - to quote the subheading of their story

38 <http://www.glasgowmediagroup.org/content/view/35/46/>
39 <https://jacobin.com/2019/10/labour-party-antisemitism-claims-jeremy-corbyn>

40 <https://shorturl.at/2yNcS> or <https://consortiumnews.com/2025/01/07/bbc-middle-
east-editor-collaborated-with-cia-mossad/>

41 <https://www.declassifieduk.org/israel-lobby-funded-a-quarter-of-british-mps/>

42 See, for example, <https://shorturl.at/7jvKT> or <https://renewal.org.uk/archive/
vol-30-2022/exorcising-the-ghost-of-the-alternative-economic-strategy/>.
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- ‘While some enjoy a standard of living comparable to the most prosperous
regions of Europe, the poorest are now poorer than the poorest parts of
countries like Slovenia and Malta.”s3

Covid-19’s origins

Every once in a while the Daily Mail website publishes something none of the
other British major media would. On 16 March they carried the text of a 2020
report on Covid’s origins, commissioned by the former head of SIS, Richard
Dearlove. The report begins: ‘It is now beyond reasonable doubt that
COVID-19 was engineered in Wuhan Institute for Virology'.44 It assembles the
evidence that was then available — much of it on-line.45> The only outstanding
unknown is why this was suppressed in the Anglosphere.4¢ Fear of offending
China? Or fear of revealing US and UK involvement in biological warfare
research? Both, perhaps.

Ukraine

A really interesting piece by Tim Pendry appeared in March on his new
Substack site. Here are the paragraphs which struck me:

If there is a root to the current world crisis it is in allowing vengeful
post-Soviet neo-nationalists to becoming the tail wagging the Western
dog - a point made clear by Trump’s frustration with Zelensky’s
emotional hatred of Russians. The European Union has a similar
emotional Russian-hater heading its central foreign affairs role. . .

43 <https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/uk-living-standards-review-2025?type=report>

44 <https://shorturl.at/fKzh0> or <https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14503159/
Labour-Wuhan-lab-leak-pandemic-Boris-johnson.html>. Dearlove had written an account of
this event. See <https://shorturl.at/L8Hhu> or <https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-14503019/Boris-evidence-scientists-Beijing-propaganda-Coronavirus-SIR-RICHARD-
DEARLOVE.html>.

45 See ‘Covid’ and ‘Is COVID-19 man-made?’ in this column in issue 80.
<https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/80/the-view-from-the-bridge-43/>

46 There is a detail account of the conspiracy — no other word is apposite — by scientists to
rubbish the ‘lab leak’ thesis at <https://shorturl.at/QA80ON> or <https://archive.ph/
2025.03.17-202508/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/16/opinion/covid-pandemic-lab-
leak.html>.
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The problem is that Zelensky is under pressure at home. His entire
political persona is based on an ability to contain the loopier neo-
nationalist elements in Ukrainian political society who have been given
to understand that the war was a crusade against Russia backed by the
West as a whole. . . .

Europe has now become part of the problem rather than that solution
in the eyes of the White House. Europe (led by London) has
miscalculated insofar as it has allowed Zelensky the deluded belief that
he can win the war without American help and, at the same time, that
American help will continue because of some inherent belief in Europe’s
importance to the West and that Washington cares about its fate. . .

Obviously the breakdown in US-Ukrainian relations (which was
eminently predictable) completely unravelled the prior European
position on the war. This was to have the Ukrainians degrade the
Russian economy at their own human expense but backed and financed
by not only Europe but by massive US financial and military support
commitments. The game was to break Russia without triggering a
continental conflict in the knowledge that the US would come hurtling in
with its massive resources if Russia crossed a red line. As of January
20th, this all changed. Trump recognised that the US was being
manipulated and, worse, possibly into nuclear confrontation and that
the Russian economy and will to fight were not breaking under the
strain and were unlikely to do so. Trump is actually the most rational
and informed actor here other than Putin. . . .47

Pendry’s reference to ‘post-Soviet neo-nationalists’ sent me back to the big
piece on the role of the far right in the Maidan Square events which triggered
this crisis: Ivan Katchanovski’s ‘The far Right in Ukraine During the Euromaidan
and then war in Donbas’.48 This essay shows that it was members of far right
and neo-Nazi Ukrainian groups which did the Maidan massacre, leading to the
resignation of the then pro-Russian president Yanukovych, which kicked the
present crisis into gear. (Conventional accounts in the West generally attribute
the Maidan deaths to Ukrainian ‘security forces’.) Russia’s talk of ‘denazifying’
Ukraine is not merely rhetoric.

At time of writing, there is not yet a Ukraine-Russia peace deal but
whenever it comes, it will be similar to that almost agreed between Russia and

47 ‘Where does the West go now?’ <https://timpendry.substack.com/p/end-game>.

48 <https://shorturl.at/JnJYD> or <https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
306548367_The_Far_Right_in_Ukraine_During_the_Euromaidan_and_the_War_in_Donbas/>

15


https://shorturl.at/JnJYD
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306548367_The_Far_Right_in_Ukraine_During_the_Euromaidan_and_the_War_in_Donbas/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306548367_The_Far_Right_in_Ukraine_During_the_Euromaidan_and_the_War_in_Donbas/
https://timpendry.substack.com/p/end-game

the Ukraine in 2022, before most of the current death and destruction had
taken place.4® President Putin talked about this failed deal in a long tour
d’horizon in 2024,50 in which he said this:

Our units were indeed deployed near Kiev, and the military departments
and the security bloc had different proposals on our possible further
actions, but there was no political decision to storm the city with three
million people, no matter what anyone said or speculated.

In fact, it was nothing else but an operation to coerce the Ukrainian
regime into peace. The troops were there in order to push the Ukrainian
side to negotiations, try to find acceptable solutions and thereby end
the war Kiev had started against Donbass back in 2014, and resolve
issues that pose a threat to the security of Russia.

Many Western commentators have that noted the 2022 peace deal would have
left Ukraine as essentially at the mercy of Russia: no NATO membership and a
small army.5t But this is always going to be the outcome if the US is not going
to make Ukrainian NATO membership a condition of a peace deal; and it won't.

The British Gladio

Back at the story of the British Gladio, published in Lobster 81. In this column
below I quoted a paragraph from Wayne Thallon’s Devil Incarnate (London:
Mainstream, 2007), the memoir of Athol Visser, a British mercenary, which was
quoted in another book. Visser wrote:

The [Gladio] network varied, though, in its purpose and its goals
depending in which European country it was operating within. Britain’s
stay-behinds, for instance, were tasked to combat a specific internal
threat, which was the attempted takeover of civil government by
militant left-wing groups.

I got a copy of the Visser book to see if he had anything further to say on the
British Gladio. There is this on the same page (p. 239):

49 How close this deal was to being implemented is unclear to me. It is discussed at
<https://shorturl.at/ZqOx6> or <https://theconversation.com/ukraine-war-the-idea-that-kyiv-
should-have-signed-a-peace-deal-in-2022-is-flawed-heres-why-250423>.

50 <https://mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/1957107/>

51 <https://shorturl.at/VImYu> or <https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/
putins-2022-peace-proposal-was-a-blueprint-for-the-destruction-of-ukraine/>
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The UK network was thus operated by Britain’s intelligence services and
selected members of the armed forces. In a very real sense MI5
operated a civil army with trained operatives, and infiltrated them into
whichever left-wing group they saw fit.

Certain elements of the criminal world were also part of the stay-
behind force. These underworld members were loyal to the right-wing
cause and, importantly, should senior figures see an outright coup
d’état necessary in the event of a militant Labour win at election, they
were well outside of government control.

Which is what Peter Sanderson described in Lobster 81.

In that piece, I quoted a section of a much longer piece about the origins
of the stay-behind network in the Reserve Forces Association. Here is the
whole thing.

UNDERCOVER RESERVE FORCES

A paramilitary committee of former high-ranking service officers has,
for the past six years, been receiving official government support to set
up an undercover, anti-communist resistance movement in Britain
(Daily Express 18/7/77). The Resistance and Psychological Operations
Committee (RPOC) is a covert group within the government-funded
Reserve Forces Association (RFA). The RFA is the representative body of
British military reservists, and the British component of the NATO-
supported Confederation Inter-Allies des Officers de Reserve (CIOR).
The RFA-was formed in 1970 and is formally an independent
organisation, but its 214 individual and 90 corporate members
represent all the reserve units of the armed forces and the government
treats it as the spokesman of Britain’s reserve forces.

Since 1971 the RPOC has been setting up the nucleus of an
underground resistance organisation which could rapidly be expanded in
the event of a Russian occupation of any part of NATO, including Britain.
Close links have been formed with similar units in several European
countries, which are actively recruiting ‘anti-communist resistance
fighters’, according to Chapman Pincher. They are also said to have
established an intelligence network which NATO chiefs regard as being
of great value.

The RPOC was set up by a group of World War Two defence chiefs
who thought that the need has arisen again for an organisation like the
underground wartime Special Operations Executive (SOE), but this time
directed against communism. Amongst the group were: General Sir
Richard Gale, former NATO Deputy Supreme Allied Commander, Europe,

17



and founder of the 1st Parachute Brigade; Sir Colin Gubbins, founder of
the SOE and the Commandos; Sir John Slessor; Marshal of the Royal Air
Force, and former Chief of the Air Staff; and Sir Algernon Willis, Admiral
of the Fleet.

Under the then Tory government RPOC was given access to Ministry
of Defence Departments, including the Joint Warfare Establishment near
Salisbury commanded by Maj. Gen. Patrick Ovens, a former Commando.
The committee also formed close links with the Special Air Services
(SAS), and secured access to the Foreign Office's Information and
Research Department, which has historically been used as a cover
Department for M16 agents. The MOD gave the RFA a grant to pass on
to RPOC. Now, Pincher claims, the Labour government are worried that
their supporters will find out that the government has been encouraging
a rightwing paramilitary group, and they have therefore been quietly
trying to stifle the committee over the past months. RPOC has been
deprived of its grant (and thereby its official status), access to Whitehall
information has ended, and attendance at NATO meetings forbidden.
The committee still exists, however, with General Gale leading the fight
for its survival.52

Assuming Pincher’s account is accurate — and he is clearly repeating what he
was told by someone involved with RPOC - while RPOC may have lost its funds
from the Ministry of Defence, the Reserve Forces Association did not. Peter
Sanderson and others in the Territorial Army were recruited and tasked initially
to locate and clear the old arms and equipment dumps left from the 1950s
stay-behind network, before creating up-to-date dumps in new locations. So,
evidently, the creation of a new stay-behind network had been approved in
Whitehall at some level (though probably well out of sight of the politicians
because, like the spooks, the MoD is almost entirely free of political
supervision). As Sanderson describes it, this stay-behind network was then
repurposed to act as a clandestine anti-labour (and, if necessary, anti-Labour)
network - exactly as Visser wrote.

At the back of all this were the fantasies on the British right about the
communist threat to Britain. In a recent essay Richard Norton-Taylor has
written:

A senior Home Office civil servant reported that Thatcher was
‘convinced that a secret communist cell around Scargill was

52 State Research, no. 2 November 1977.
Chapman Pincher makes no reference to this story in his anthology the following year,
Inside Story (London: Sedgwick and Jackson, 1978).
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orchestrating the [miners’] strike in order to bring down the country’.53

Which raises the interesting question of what MI5 told Mrs Thatcher. For they
had the Communist Party of Great Britain completely penetrated - as well as
agents and sources within the NUM - and knew there was no ‘secret
communist cell” around Scargill. Did MI5 tell her the truth? If they did - and
this is not a given - did she chose to ignore MI5’s briefings and believe those,
such as Brian Crozier and David Hart, who had been telling her about ‘the
threat from the left’?54 She would not be unique in being unable or unwilling to
give up one of her central beliefs, despite evidence which falsified it.

Briefly

There is a recent piece in the Irish News in which one Paul Cleeland claims to
have been framed for murder after acting as an MI5 assassin in Ireland.55
Being framed by the British state rings a bell. Patrick Meehan claimed MI5
framed him for murder because he knew something potentially embarrassing
about the British state ‘springing’ Soviet spy George Blake from prison;5¢ Colin
Wallace was framed for manslaughter because he knew about MI5’s anti-
Labour psy-ops in 1974; and Peter Sanderson was framed for robbery to
discredit anything he chose to say about the British Gladio.

Trump’s links to Russia, and Russian attempts to promote him in the US,
is a big subject which divides the American left and the right. Within that is a
sub-theme, that Trump is actually a Russian agent. A summary of the evidence
supporting this view — and there’s rather a lot of it — has been published by

53 <https://www.declassifieduk.org/labour-leader-praised-mi5-for-spying-on-trade-union/>

54 See, for example, David Hart’s note to her at
<https://www.margaretthatcher.org/document/136219>. Brian Crozier devotes several
chapters of his memoir Free Agent (London: HarperCollins, 1993) to his work briefing Mrs
Thatcher on ‘the threat’.

55 The original story is behind a paywall. A paraphrase of the text can be seen at
<https://shorturl.at/FbJDH> or <https://www.msn.com/en-ie/news/uknews/former-london-
career-criminal-says-he-killed-five-people-during-the-troubles-as-mi5-hit-man/ar-BB1rpvcz>.
Nick Must commented:

These claims by Mr Cleeland seem, to me, to be junk. He's been trying to get his 1972
conviction overturned for many years. There has been news coverage of his previous
attempts to generate interest in 2020 (https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-
england-55190661) and 2024 (https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4ndr2217v70) and,
on neither of those occasions, did he mention the MI5 claim. Of course, that doesn't
mean it is de-facto untrue, but it smacks of a developing, more desperate, story.

56 Patrick Meehan, Framed by M.I.5. (Port Talbot [Wales]; Badger Moon Publishers, 1989).
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Greg Olear.57

There is an interesting essay by Simon Willmets on the impact, both
domestically and internationally, of the book by David Wise and Thomas Ross,
The Invisible Government (London: Random House, 1964), the first book in
English about the CIA, which kicked much of this off.58 One curiosity: he
writes:

Another inspiration for Stone’s film was another well-known popularizer
of the ‘invisible government’ or ‘deep state’ JFK conspiracy theory:
Leroy Fletcher Prouty.

But he omits the fact the Prouty had been a Colonel in the USAF and liaison
with the CIA and knew first-hand whereof he spoke.5°

File under ‘All our yesterdays'.

Labour’s problem

Looking through old issues, I noticed that in my column in number 64 I had
reproduced Simon Lee’s summary of his 2012 paper ‘Gordon Brown and the
British Way of Risk-Based Modernization’.60 In that was this.

This paper argues Gordon Brown’s analysis is fundamentally flawed. We
are not now living through the first crisis of globalisation. On the
contrary, what Gordon Brown has actually documented is the first crisis
of his own deeply flawed British model of political economy, which
socialised risks and privatised profits. The paper explores how Gordon
Brown’s attempts to modernize the politics and political economy of the
United Kingdom, using the City of London’s liberalized markets as a
blueprint, has left the United Kingdom facing an age of austerity that
was politically self-inflicted rather than financially imposed by external
global market forces.

‘[S]ocialised risks and privatised profits’ — exemplified by the Private Finance
Initiative (PFI) which ‘borrowed’ large amounts of private capital in a manner

57 <https://gregolear.substack.com/p/putins-razor-yet-more-evidence-that>

58 ‘Forbidden history: CIA censorship, The Invisible Government, and the origins of the “deep
state” conspiracy theory’. <https://shorturl.at/VFWkJ]> or <https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
full/10.1080/02684527.2023.2291871?src=recsys#d1e395> Some of the footnotes are
missing in the on-line version so click the ‘download the PDF’ button for the complete thing.

59 T revisit his The Secret Team in this issue of Lobster.

60 <https://journals.openedition.org/osb/1115>
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which excluded the borrowing from the public spending figures. This was
presented to us as a clever wheeze at the time but it looked like an expensive
way to borrow money; and so it has proved. A recent report from the National
Institute for Economic and Social Research, ‘PFI: Getting the Bill on the Fiscal
Credit Card’,61 showed that with this kind of finance ‘repayment costs [are] 3.3
times larger on average than the value of the infrastructure they built’. The
study also noted in the PFI funding of schools,

Eight companies own 80 per cent of all PFI schools projects;

£1 billion has been made by PFI companies in pre-tax profits from all
contracts: £300 million has been distributed as dividends;

Of these eight companies, five are registered offshore.

Altogether now: thanks Gordon!

Asil Nadir: the cover-up continues

Asil Nadir’s death hit the media on 11 February. None of the obituaries which I
have read strayed beyond the conventional line.62 The Times had a full page
obituary and another full page on him of the I-was-there feature variety. None
of the accounts mentioned the awkward fact that a record 36 Public Interest
Immunity certificates were issued during Nadir’s trial to prevent material being
discussed in court. These events demonstrated - if demonstration was needed
- (a) that the British major (‘legacy’) media can still be trusted by the state to
toe the line when requested to do so; and (b) there are few limits to what the
British state will do to avoid embarrassing its ‘ally’, the United States.

The website of the Justice for Asil Nadir Committee (JANCOM) is no longer
on-line but a section of it is still available on web.archivet3 and other important
parts of it are to be found on Wikispooks.®4 Most important of all are the two
essays on these events which appeared in Lobster 66: JANCOM co-founder
Martin Tancock’s ‘Secret Justice: Public Interest Immunity Certificates (PIICs)

61 <https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/pfi-getting-bill-fiscal-credit-card?type=policy-papers>

62 See for example, <https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/feb/10/asil-nadir-
obituary> and <https://shorturl.at/owpxD> or <https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-14382317/Asil-Nadir-dead-83-Polly-Peck-tycoon-fled-Cyprus-plundering-millions.htmlI>.

63 <https://web.archive.org/web/20131024082404/http://jancom.org/
JANCOMOverview.html|>

64 <https://wikispooks.com/wiki/JANCOM>
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and their use in the Asil Nadir trials’ 65 and Andrew Rosthorn’s ‘Asil Nadir:
another victim of the arms-to-Iraq conspiracy?’.66

Extraterrestrial psy-ops?

More from Dick Russell. On his Substack, on the subject of UFOs, he quotes
Steven Greer, front man of the Disclosure Project for twenty years.

There has been a deliberate comingling of information with
disinformation, including amateur researchers who rubber-stamp
abductions, [animal] mutilations and other things that we can prove
have been and are covert psy-ops, all human. Yes, people have had
contact with extraterrestrials, and people have been abducted by
extraterrestrial look-alike objects. The long-term agenda of a
transnational criminal organization, which involves aerospace companies
and some compartmented government operations in various agencies,
is to present an external threat from outer space to unite the world
around a militaristic totalitarian system.67 (Emphases in the original.)

Strewth . ..

Most parapolitical research has been done by the left. But a group on the
right, calling itself Marco Polo, has done an enormous piece of research on the
notorious Hunter Biden lap-top.®8 And ‘enormous’ here means over 600 pages,
over 2000 footnotes and hundreds of screenshots of internet activity. It is
mind-boggling but virtually impenetrable to me. I simply don’t know enough
about the Washington political scene to understand let alone evaluate the
influence peddling depicted in the laptop. Below is a page picked at random to
show the style: text, footnotes, screenshots. There is a fair bit about Biden’s love
of drugs and hookers.

65 <https://shorturl.at/J4jNm> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/66/asil-
nadir-another-victim-of-the-arms-to-irag-conspiracy/>

66 <https://shorturl.at/4AmHP> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/66/
asil-nadir-another-victim-of-the-arms-to-irag-conspiracy/>

67 <https://dickrussell.substack.com/p/as-more-uap-whistleblowers-come-forward>

68 Tt's at <http://bidenlaptopmedia.com./>.
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REPORT ON THE BIDEN LAPTOP

In a conversation with the female%7 to whom he sent $500, Hunter explained the deal he had struck
with her pimp'°%¢ (who he called an "introducer")1°99 about the disputed remuneration: "[Y]es|[,] but it's
her right as the introducer to keep as much as she wants[—]as long as you get your minimum([.]"1010

®
Oxana just call your friend and ask her 13 AM
Show Contact Card

r
| asked her while you were texting me and she said yes but it's her right as the introducer
o keep as much as she wants as long you get your minimum

| got 500 that's it if she got the $ she kept t to herself wish her good luck in not mad but
I'm not dealing with someone who tucked over someone for $

Thank u for the hospitality but I'm done

L3
o

@ Oxana Russki d————

o) Request an ATM Access Code

WELLS FARGO

o +1(786) 218-6831 Enter this passcode at most Wells Fargo ATMs,

T613096821

Expires today in 28m 20s @

Instagram: @oksanalloyd
acchive o/Q2LTZ

COMMAND BUSINESS DEBIT CARD...3512

BUSINESS BROKERAGE CASH $356,168.26
...0660 Available Balance

The British Gladio

In Who Really Killed Chris Hani?, reviewed in this issue, there is a reference to
the ‘stay-behind’ groups set-up as part of Operation Gladio. The author quotes
a book about Athol Visser, one of the members of the Civil Cooperation Bureau,
an apartheid-era South African death squad. Talking about Operation Gladio
and the stay-behind groups, Visser is quoted as saying:

The [Gladio] network varied, though, in its purpose and its goals
depending in which European country it was operating within. Britain’s
stay-behinds, for instance, were tasked to combat a specific internal
threat, which was the attempted takeover of civil government by
militant left-wing groups. (p. 110)
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Which is what Peter Sanderson was describing in the piece I wrote in Lobster
81, 'The British Gladio and the murder of Sergeant Speed’.6°

All Musked up

This is Carole Cadwalladr, in her first post on her new Substack, on the threat
posed by Elon Musk:

‘[Elon] Musk owns the information equivalent of an entire fleet of
aircraft carriers and fighter jets. And last week he demonstrated his
almost total command and control of the UK information space.’70

But the UK government could simply prevent any of his nonsensical
outpourings from arriving here. As I pointed below under subhead And yet . .,
Brazil turned X off for a month. Let us not exaggerate the power of the people
running social media. They exist courtesy of our states. Of course, the present
government doesn’t have the bottle to do it, but still. . . .

'Intelligence’ you call it?

On Quora there are interesting posts by one Thierry Etienne Joseph Rotty, who
describes himself as having been a member of Central Planning at NATO.71
Thus far no-one has been able to stand that claim that up. This post of his
caught my eye. Asked ‘What surprises did American intelligence learn after the
fall of the Soviet Union when Russia shared KGB information with the US?’, he
replied:

There were several:
1. The most shocking was the existence of Biopreparat, the agency

running the enormous clandestine biological weapons program.
The US had no clue this even existed.

2. The existence of two secret Main KGB Directorates: the 10th and
the 14th. The job of the 10th was to protect Biopreparat and the

69 <https://shorturl.at/mil9A> or <https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/81/the-
british-gladio-and-the-murder-of-sergeant-speed/ >

70 “Total information collapse’ at
<https://broligarchy.substack.com/p/total-information-collapse?>.

71 <https://www.quora.com/profile/Thierry-Etienne-Joseph-Rotty-2>
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14th had to spy and check up on the 12th Main Directorate of the
Ministry of Defence which was in charge of guarding nuclear
weapons. "Who guards the guards?” ... well, the 14th did.

When the KGB gave a copy of the East German Stasi files to the
CIA (just to stick it to the Germans one last time), it turned out
that at any time, the Communist Bloc had some 200,000 spies in
Western countries.

These files showed that the USAF had been hopelessly infiltrated
by communists in the 1950s and 1960s. The US already knew
this, but not the massive scale.

The old joke that NATO defence information ended up in the
Kremlin before it filtered down to the various NATO countries
turned out to be true. Only nuclear planning had not been
infiltrated.

The US had not been able to keep anything a secret from the
Warsaw Pact. It turned out they knew exactly what kind of
weapons the US was developing and what the military capabilities
were. It was clear counterintelligence had been a huge failure (the
same applies to the other NATO countries as well).

The Soviets did not plan on hitting most US cities with nuclear
weapons, something military planners had suspected. Instead,
they would have gone for the major conventional army and
national guard bases. The idea was that food shortages and race
riots might destabilize the US government. Since invading was
never an option, internal strife was the only hope of bringing
down the US government. Agitators would have been
instrumental in trying to achieve this.

There had been a KGB plan to kill Pope John Paul II. It was
abandoned as the Soviet Leadership feared a PR disaster and
worldwide reprisals.?2

If items 3, 4, 5 and 6 are true, they reduce much of the US (and NATO)
intelligence effort since WW2 to little more than an expensive farce. However,
. . What about the claim in item 3 that there were 200,000 Soviet bloc

72 <https://shorturl.at/ztV]Z> or <https://www.quora.com/What-surprises-did-American-
intelligence-learn-after-the-fall-of-the-Soviet-Union-when-Russia-shared-KGB-information-
with-the-US?share=1>
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spies in the West?73 I can’t find a gross total but there is this about the East
German secret police, the Stasi.

One consists of the so-called Rosenholz (Rosewood) records. Two card
indexes of people who were subjects of the HVA's [HVA = Main
Department for Reconnaissance] interest in 1988 were microfilmed.
These F16 and F22 indexes include, among other people, the service’s
agents. As the GDR was collapsing, the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
obtained a copy of the indexes, which it made available in 1993 to the
BfV. The indexes state the real name and codename of each spy. In the
1990s, they enabled the foreign intelligence network of the HVA and the
Stasi’s security departments to be uncovered. They enabled the size of
the HVA’s agent network to be established: between the early 1950s
and the late 1980s the service ran approximately 6,000 spies in West
Germany. The Stasi’s security departments ran a similar number of
spies in the Federal Republic in the same period. These 12,000 agents
were supported by a network of approximately 40,000 East German
couriers, instructors, and intermediaries. The ministry’s foreign
intelligence network consisted of approximately 52,000 people in all.74

In total that gives the East Germans 18,000 agents over the period of the
1950s to late 1980s in Germany. At any one time, who knows how many were
active? Even so, did the other members of the Soviet bloc and the Soviet Union
itself really have another 180,00 agents?

Like a bat out of . . . Wuhan?

There was a striking piece in the Daily Telegraph by Matt Ridley, ‘The explosive
truth about the origin of COVID-19 may finally be about to emerge'.”5 Alas,
this is behind a pay wall. However, Ridley has a blog and you can read similar

73 And the figure is not a mistake. He repeats it elsewhere on Quora:

‘Now in practice, there were so many communist spies in the Western World, at least 200,000
at any one time . . ./ At <https://shorturl.at/ure2a> or <https://www.quora.com/Whose-Cold-
War-spies-were-better-the-Soviet-Unions-or-the-Wests>. In a post below that one he
attributes the figure to ‘Warsaw Pact archives’.

74 Paul Maddrell, *The Triumph of HUMINT: The GDR Foreign Intelligence Services’ Collection of
Defense Intelligence, 1951-1989’
<https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08850607.2024.2340955#d1e254>

75 <https://shorturl.at/EAVwf> or <https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/comment/2024/12/06/
explosive-truth-about-origin-covid-19-emerge/> Ridley is the former Viscount Ridley.
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material there.”6 He shows how Chinese money - in this country, e.g., into
British universities and publishing — has prevented an honest assessment of
the evidence about the origins of the COVID outbreak in Wuhan.

I nibbled at the story in this column (put ‘Wuhan’ into the search facility
on Lobster’s site) but seem to have got the major threads correct: viz. that the
Wuhan lab story was initially being suppressed in the Anglosphere because of
the American money apparently funding Chinese biological warfare research.
Not that it was difficult to follow if you had no vested interest in the story. It
was only people with careers, income and status at stake who were inclined to
ignore the data.

The day I wrote the lines above, the new (Trump-appointed) Director of
the CIA announced that the Agency believed it was probably a lab leak - a
major move from its previous sitting-on-the-fence position. Evidently the new
Trump administration is not nervous about antagonising China.

Back at the COVID outbreak . . . on the principle of never letting a crisis
go to waste:

At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. military launched a
secret campaign to counter what it perceived as China’s growing
influence in the Philippines, a nation hit especially hard by the deadly
virus.

The clandestine operation has not been previously reported. It aimed
to sow doubt about the safety and efficacy of vaccines and other life-
saving aid that was being supplied by China, a Reuters investigation
found. Through phony internet accounts meant to impersonate Filipinos,
the military’s propaganda efforts morphed into an anti-vax campaign.
Social media posts decried the quality of face masks, test kits and the
first vaccine that would become available in the Philippines — China’s
Sinovac inoculation.””

This resulted in a very low take-up of the vaccine in the Philippines and
thousands of unnecessary deaths.

Labour Together
The group which funded Keir Starmer’s run at the leadership of the Labour

76 <https://shorturl.at/tP9rw> or <https://www.mattridley.co.uk/blog/there-is-now-very-
little-doubt-that-covid-leaked-from-a-lab/>

77 <https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/usa-covid-propaganda/>
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Party, Labour Together, was discussed in Lobster 88.78 The essential Open
Democracy reported recently:

. it is still pulling in major sums from the party’s big donors. Labour
Together has received more than £850,000 since the election -
including more than £320,000 each from hedge fund boss Martin Taylor
and Lord David Sainsbury, plus £200,000 from Gary Lubner, the boss of
Belron, a firm specialising in vehicle glass repair.79

IRD

Rory Cormac is one of the British academics working on the Information
Research Department (IRD), now that some of its official files are open to
inspection.80 Cormac recently wrote an essay with the provocative title ‘In
defence of the Information Research Department’.81 He writes:

At its peak in the mid-1960s, it [IRD] had a staff of 390 and operated
as a semi-secret entity with a straightforward goal: to counter hostile
narratives by raising awareness of conditions behind the Iron Curtain
and by exposing competitors’ activities particularly in what is now
commonly referred to as the ‘global south’.

Professor Cormac has read the declassified documents and I haven’t; but even
from the fragments we knew before declassification, this description is
generous and falsified by Cormac’s own research cited in note 52. I would put
it like this: IRD’s aim was to keep the left down at home and prevent the rise
of nationalism in the British colonies and former colonies. When it came to its
last big operation in Northern Ireland in the 1970s, it went as far as smearing
Labour MPs who were perceived as sympathetic to Irish nationalism.

78 Under the subhead Labour and the Israel Lobby at
<https://www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/88/the-view-from-the-bridge-51/>

79 ‘Dark Arts Dispatch: SW1 is a ‘safe space’ for lobbyists’ <https://shorturl.at/vkTNh> or
<https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/dark-money-investigations/justin-madders-goring-
employment-rights-meeting-business-lobbyists-peter-mandelson-donald-trump-jeffrey-
epstein/>

80 In this column in Lobster 87 I mentioned two of his recent essays which are online. They
are ‘UK “Black” Productions: Forgeries, Fake Groups, and Propaganda, 1951-1977’ at
<https://nottingham-repository.worktribe.com/output/6295895> and

‘The Information Research Department, Unattributable Propaganda, and Northern Ireland:
Promising Salvation but Ending in Failure?’ at
<https://nottingham-repository.worktribe.com/index.php/output/807819/>.

81 <https://www.britainsworld.org.uk/p/the-memorandum-25-2024>
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Dallas again

Meanwhile, back at the LBJ-dunit branch of the JFK assassination research,
mid January saw what may prove to be a major step forward. At the centre of
the LBJ-dunit thread is the late Billie Sol Estes, a Texas businessman-cum-con
artist who was defrauding the US government of tens of millions of dollars a
year through bogus agricultural subsidies; and feeding some of that back to
then Vice President Johnson.82 When the Johnson-Estes link was threatened
with revelation, witnesses to the fraud in Texas began dying. Estes later
claimed that he had made tape recordings of his conversations with various
people involved and that it was the threat of these recordings being released
which was keeping him alive.

In chapter 27 of his memoir, Estes reported a conversation in 1971 with
LBJ’s no. 1 assistant, Cliff Carter, in which they discussed the JFK assassination
and the role in it of LBJ], Carter and their gopher-cum-hitman Malcolm *Mac’
Wallace.83 What is allegedly part of the tape recording of that conversation has
been made public by Estes’ grandson.84 We can apparently hear Carter talking
to Estes about Wallace and the assassination.

The putative witness to that meeting of Carter and Estes, one Kyle Brown,
unnamed by Estes in his memoir, had previously confirmed the conversation’s
existence and some of its content.85>

All together now ...

In this column in Lobster 87, apropos the then developing economic crisis, I
wrote:

The traditional British response to a crisis — and this is a really big crisis

82 There is a very good summary of all this at
<https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKestes.htm>.

83 Billie Sol Estes: A Texas Legend, on-line at <https://shorturl.at/e5yWE> or

< http://www.narrowbandimaging.com/incoming/
Billy%20S01%?20Estes%20A%?20Texas%20Legend%20by%?20Billie%20S0l%20Estes%20(2005
).pdf>

84 Tape recording and transcript at
<https://robertmorrowpoliticalresearchblog.blogspot.com/2025/>.

85 See my review of The Lone Star Speaks: Untold Texas Stories about the JFK Assassination
by Sara Peterson and K. W. Zachry in Lobster 80 at <https://shorturl.at/0OylIn> or <https://
www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/80/the-lone-star-speaks-untold-texas-stories-about-
the-jfk-assassination-by-sara-peterson-and-k-w-zachry/>.
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- is to abandon party politics and form coalition governments to do
unpopular things. The interesting questions now are how long it will
take before the crisis is acknowledged? And who will be first to suggest
a coalition?

The first small step in the national government direction was taken when
Health and Social Secretary Wes Streeting said, after announcing another
inquiry into social care:

We will have cross-party talks next month. And I'm really encouraged
by the fact that since the election, the Conservatives, the Liberal
Democrats and Reform have all said that they want to work across-
party on this, and those talks will begin next month.86

It makes obvious political sense to have unpopular decisions taken by a cross-
party consensus: the government may avoid carrying some of the blame. And
if a party declines to take part, or blocks the creation of a consensus position,
they can be attacked for being obstructive etc.

Next target for cross-party talks? My guess would be pensions, the so-
called triple lock. Within the economic framework apparently accepted by this
government (and the opposition parties), the triple lock is not affordable.8”

Briefly

David Aaronovitch has a Substack called Notes from the Underground. He is
self-described there as ‘Writer, broadcaster, author, editor, producer and former
Times columnist for 18 years’. Very underground!

CAFCA, Campaign Against Foreign Control of Aotearoa [New Zealand], has
been going at least as long as Lobster and its newsletter has reached issue
167.88 There will be something there of interest if you are reading this.

Owen Jones has an important piece about the pro-Israel bias of BBC
reporting of the assault on Gaza.8d It has been followed by a detailed analysis
of the BBC staffer at the centre of this, ‘BBC Middle East Editor Collaborated

86 <https://shorturl.at/MR8KP> or <https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/jan/03/uk-
adult-social-care-cross-party-talks-casey-commission>

87 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-53082530>
88 <http://www.converge.org.nz/watchdog/67/index67.html>

89 <https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/bbc-civil-war-gaza-israel-biased-coverage>
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With CIA, Mossad’.90 Big stuff.

Dick Russell you may know from his JFK research.%! He has a new
Substack site on which there is a very odd - very odd - story about Chinese
and US drones using ‘gravitic propulsion systems’.92 Reading that I was
reminded of the first law of conspiracy: if you can imagine it, it's been tried
already.93

Pennies dropping

Very striking piece in The Observer on 29th December by Will Hutton, ‘Britain
will never be great again until we stop flogging our top companies to the US’.94
This column is essentially a paraphrase of - and a great plug for — Angus
Hanton’s Vassal State: How America Runs Britain.°> All well and good Will, and
I am happy to see you've still got the odd radical impulse left in you. But can
you see Starmer’s Labour signing up for anything even vaguely resembling
this? Their big idea seems to be rather than taxing the wealthy, they will sell
off more of the UK to global asset management companies like Black Rock.9%6

Daniel Finkelstein on RFK’s assassination

It was inevitable that a member of our political commentariat would move

90 <https://tinyurl.com/mrxvf436> or <https://consortiumnews.com/2025/01/07/bbc-middle-
east-editor-collaborated-with-cia-mossad/?
eType=EmailBlastContent&eld=36a2dfl11-11e4-461a-aabb-5baabc4ed44e5>

91 Notably The Man Who Knew too Much
<https://www.amazon.co.uk/Man-Who-Knew-Much-Assassination/dp/0786712422>.

92 See, for example, <https://vocal.media/earth/gravitic-propulsion-system>.

93 Have forgotten which wag came up with that. I think it was in one of the excellent
espionage novels by Olen Steinhauer.

94  <https://shorturl.at/Lp9Bo> or <https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/dec/
29/britain-great-again-stop-flogging-our-top-companies-to-the-us>

95 Reviewed in Lobster 89 by John Booth at <https://shorturl.at/dOaAl> or <https://
www.lobster-magazine.co.uk/article/issue/89/vassal-state-how-america-runs-britain-by-angus-
hanton/>.

96 See ‘The BlackRock letters: inside Labour’s “close partnership” at
<https://shorturl.at/RcdMx> or <https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/dark-money-
investigations/the-blackrock-letters-inside-labours-close-partnership/>.
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from Robert Kennedy Jnr's - let’s be generous — eccentric views on
vaccination to his belief that his father was killed in 1968 by a conspiracy. In
the event it turned out be Daniel Finkelstein — Baron Finkelstein — associate
editor of The Times and columnist for that paper. Finkelstein devoted the first
part of his piece in The Times on 10 December to RFK Jnr, Sirhan Sirhan and
the RFK assassination. This was his opening sentence.

Sirhan Sirhan was standing right by Robert Kennedy on June 5, 1968,
when he shot and killed the senator with a .22 revolver. The whole thing
could have hardly been more clear-cut.

Finkelstein has got the basics wrong: in fact Sirhan Sirhan wasn’t ‘standing
right by Robert Kennedy’. He lunged towards RFK firing his pistol. A little more
reading — say of the memoir of the man who did RFK’s autopsy®? - would show
that RFK was killed by a contact wound to the base of the skull and that the
bullets in RFK didn’t match Sirhan’s gun.98 The actual shooter must have been
the late Thane Cesar, a temporary security guard who was standing behind
RFK.99 It was Cesar’s clip-on tie which RFK pulled off before he collapsed.

Finkelstein knows nothing about the event and here’s the striking thing:
he doesn’t feel a need to know anything about it before offering his opinion.
There is something about the designation ‘conspiracy theory’ which obviates
the normal requirement that you know whereof you speak.

Faking it

I have been working my way though the back copies of Lobster, checking for
lay-out errors which happened when the first 56 issues were digitalised in a
hurry by me, Jane Affleck and Ian Tresman. In the process I have been
reminded of the content of said back issues, much of which I had forgotten
about.

One of the things that struck me is the way Lobster — and many others, of
course — documented an endless series of economic and social disasters as the
free market, neocon view of the universe was implemented here. And yet our
political system - our state - carried on regardless.

97 Thomas T. Noguchi, M.D., Coroner to the Stars (London: Corgi, 1984)
98 <https://justiceforrfk.com/evidence/ballistics.html>

99 A reasonable summary of the story is at <https://shorturl.at/cOpyj> for <https://
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7456521/Robert-F-Kennedy-assassinated-Thane-Eugene-
Cesar-Sirhan-Sirhan-says-RFK-Jr.html>.
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With the free market nonsense came a belief that if the public sector
couldn’t be abolished, it needed a kick up the backside and its expenditure
reduced. Target-setting was imposed throughout by management. When this
didn’t produce the results it was supposed to, rather than admit it didn’t work
- the rational move - the political system preferred that the public sector fake
results showing success. In Lobsters 43 and 44 I discussed such faking in
public financing, long-term sickness, the numbers rough sleeping, schools,
Oxbridge research, medical stats, school league tables, poverty, hospital
waiting lists, street crime, ambulance response times, doctors’ working hours,
unemployment figures and welfare fraud figures. I'm sure you know of other
examples.

So why could the political system - the politicians — not admit that the
neocon ideas had failed? I think there are two parts to the answer. The first is
the general point that many - perhaps most - people are reluctant or unable
to change their minds. The older we get the more difficult we find change; and,
the more important those ideas are to us, the harder we find it. The second
point is the particular difficulty perceived by politicians in admitting mistakes.
After all, they present themselves as leaders and, they seem to believe, they
lose credibility if they acknowledge mistakes. In the case of the current Labour
Party, having abandoned most of what it believed in adopting Thatcherism (in
all but name), how can it now say ‘Everything since 1979 has been a mistake?’

And yet . ..

We are told every day that the social media companies of Mr Musk and his ilk
are enormously powerful. And yet Albania - population two and a half million -
has recently announced it will shut off TikTok to Albanian citizens for a year
because of fear about the app’s effects on children.100 In September 2024
Brazil cut off the X app to Brazilian citizens and, faced with this, X paid an
admittedly small fine of $5 million dollars to have it switched back on.101

So who has the power? Apps or states?

The Sun reveals . ..
I don’t often quote The Sun newspaper but it published a very good analysis

100 <https://shorturl.at/dOogj> or <https://www.itv.com/news/2024-12-22/albania-to-close-
tiktok-for-one-year-after-fears-app-promotes-violence>

101 <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5y06vzk3yjo#: >
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of the networks of people now at the higher end of the Starmer government:
‘SPOUSE OF CARDS Astonishing “new aristocracy” of couples, relatives and

nepo-babies run Labour Government, The Sun reveals’.

More than two dozen ministers including Rachel Reeves, Pat
McFadden and Wes Streeting all have spouses or relatives on the

taxpayer or Labour Party payroll, analysis shows.102

Definitely worth a look.

INQUIRY INTO THE DEATH OF DAWN STURGESS

PENAL NOTICE

IF ANY PERSON DISOBEYS THIS ORDER, THE MATTER MAY BE CERTIFIED
TO THE HIGH COURT WHICH MAY HOLD THAT PERSON TO BE IN
CONTEMPT OF THE INQUIRY AND THAT PERSON MAY BE IMPRISONED,
FINED OR HAVE THEIR ASSETS SEIZED

ANY PERSON WHO KNOWS OF THIS ORDER AND DOES ANYTHING WHICH
HELPS OR PERMITS ANY PERSON TO BREACH THE TERMS OF THIS ORDER
MAY ALSO AFTER CERTIFICATION TO THE HIGH COURT BE HELD TO BE
IN CONTEMPT OF THE INQUIRY AND MAY BE IMPRISONED, FINED OR
HAVE THEIR ASSETS SEIZED

DRAFT RESTRICTION ORDER
UNDER SECTION 19 OF THE INQUIRIES ACT 2005:
HMG NAMES

JPON the Chair having considered:
¢ An application made by HMG dated 31 May 2021 for a restriction order in respect of
the names and designations (if appropriate) of:

a. all staff below Senior Civil Servant (*SCS”) grade and the military equivalent
of below one star rank;

b. all SCS not officially publicly linked to the 2018 events;

c. all UK Intelligence Community staff (‘UKIC staff”), unless publicly avowed
such as the Chief of SIS and MI5°s Director General, including any cover names
used by such staff; and

I

to continue indefinitely. That application comprised OPEN and CLOSED submissions,

a Damage Assessment and a certificate issued bv the Secretarv of State for the Home

The Skripal
inquiry

Or, more
accurately, the
inquiry into the
death of Dawn
Sturgess, who
died after
absorbing
novichok in
Salisbury. Some of
the inquiry’s
proceedings are
available. As you
would expect,
most of it is of
little interest but
there was this
oddity. On the left
is part of the text
of a restriction
order in which
there is a
redaction. What -
who - do you
suppose was
redacted?

102 <https://shorturl.at/5dEOB> or <https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/32234495/labour-

nepotism-rachel-reeves-wes-streeting-mcfadden/>
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The Economic League

In Lobster 28 1 reviewed Mike Hughes’ Spies at Work, in which he pulled
together the fragments of information then available about the Economic
League. Thirty years later Hughes has had another crack at it. In the
intervening years, largely thanks to campaigners like Hughes, a great deal of
information about the League has become available. In his new Inside The
League, Hughes has written a detailed history of the organisation, its activities,
its personnel and its decline and fall.103

Dallas again

Two pieces have recently appeared about D. H. Byrd, the Texas oilman, friend
and supporter of Lyndon Johnson. Byrd owned the Texas School Depository
Building from which Lee - 'I'm just a patsy’ — Oswald is supposed to have fired
on JFK’s motorcade. The first essay, by Russ Baker,104 points out that Byrd
established an elaborate alibi for himself, big game hunting in Africa, when the
assassination took place. This alibi is duly unpicked by Baker.

Byrd is also the central subject of the second essay, by CovertAction
Magazine's editor Jeremy Kuzmarov. This shows, as the title has it, ‘LBJ]
Insiders D.H. Byrd and James Ling Bought 132,000 Shares of Stock in Defense
Contractor LTV in November 1963 Around Time of the JFK Assassination’.105
This is significant because, shortly after Johnson became president, LTV was
awarded a contract to build military planes and the LTV shares, which Byrd had
bought at around $16 each, rose to $169. This share deal may suggest that
Byrd knew about the assassination plot in advance.

And others in Dallas were apparently in the know. In the 1995 The Men
on the Sixth Floor, Glen Sample writes on p. 178:

During the research and investigation phase of this book I had the
opportunity to communicate with a retired member of the intelligence
community, who told me about an event he once attended, a luncheon
at the Petroleum Club in San Antonio, in 1973.

‘T couldn’t pass up the chance to ask Texas oil guys their view of

103 Available from <https://www.lulu.com/shop>.

104 <https://whowhatwhy.org/justice/jfk-assassination-60-years-later-crucial-alibi-dismantled/
>

105 <https://shorturl.at/gBhOI> or <https://covertactionmagazine.com/2024/11/21/1bj-
insiders-d-h-byrd-and-james-ling-bought-132000-shares-of-stock-in-defense-contractor-ltv-in-
november-1963-around-time-of-the-jfk-assassination/>
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the Hunt family being involved in JFK’s death. After much laughter
my host said, “Hell, half of Dallas was in on it!”’ 106

b3

In his essay Russ Baker (see above) also writes this:

As for the TSBD [Texas School Depository Building] company itself,
several former employees have described to me and others company
activities, including the apparent covert shipment of things other than
books in book cartons, that made clear to them the outfit had its own
connections with the intelligence world. In addition, Elize Glaze, a
reporter for the Austin American-Statesman, researched and
interviewed Bill Shelley, Oswald’s supervisor, and later noted, “Mr.
Shelley claims to have been an intelligence officer during World War II
and thereafter joined the CIA."107

If it is true that the TSBD was the cover for military/intelligence operations -
and the evidence presented by Weston in note 79 is suggestive rather than
conclusive - it would explain why Oswald, gua intelligence operative, took the
badly paid job there: it was another part of his cover story. And as he was
apparently steered towards the job by Ruth Paine, it is another hint that Paine,

as many suspect, was herself CIA.108
b 3

I was looking through posts on John Simkin’s JFK Assassination Debatel%® and
noticed some discussion of Joachim Joesten and decided that since I think LBJ-
dunit (or was one of those who done it), I'd better read Joesten’s The Dark
Side of Lyndon Baines Johnson, even though it is over fifty years old. It is
apparently available free on-line!10 but I was unable to open the file there and
bought a copy at abebooks. The version I got is a 2013 reprint and I simply
cannot tell if this is the same as the original edition. I presume it is. It has no
index and no notes, though there is some documentation within the text when
he quotes newspaper articles. Considering he wrote it in 1965/6, it is a very

106 Text available at <https://zoboko.com/book/roepjme3/the-men-on-the-sixth-floor>.

107 That was all new to me but not, of course, new to the serious JFK buffs. Shelley, the TSBD
and Glaze are the subject of a long essay by William Weston, ‘The CIA and the Texas School
Book Depository’ at <https://shorturl.at/E4I2A> or <https://www.kennedysandking.com/
john-f-kennedy-articles/the-cia-and-the-texas-school-book-depository>. See also
<https://www.theotheroswald.com/post/the-other-schoolbook-depository>.

108 See, for example, <http://www.jfkpage.com/Paine/Occurrence_in_Nicaragua.pdf>.
109 <https://educationforum.ipbhost.com/forum/126-jfk-assassination-debate/>

110 <https://www.box.com/s/8b408e6999f8799dfd0a/file/1702837045629>
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striking run through all the then available information about LBJ and his
corruption - Billy Sol Estes, Bobby Baker etc — and what little was then known
about the murders surrounding the Estes events.

There are three items which suggest that Joesten was being run by the
KGB. Joesten had been a member of the German Communist Party before the
war and had his first book on the assassination published by a small New York
outfit, Marzani and Munsell, subsidised by the KGB.11! The second is the report
on the JFK Assassination Debate site by Brigette Wilke that a 1958 Joesten
book in German, titled CIA, described the National Security Agency (NSA)'s
work in some detail and even named its then director, Ralph Canine.112 As the
existence of the NSA was not publicly acknowledged until the 1970s, this came
from an intelligence source, presumably the KGB. The third is the fact that
Joesten’s writing about the assassination echoed the KGB'’s view of the event.
When the KGB thought it was probably the CIA and/or the oil millionaires
behind it, Joesten’s book said the same. When the KGB acquired information in
1965 that LBJ was behind it, Joesten switched to writing his LB] book.113

Twixt lip and cup (or something)

A classic of the headline-and-text-differing genre was on the Daily Mail site of
2 December. In 32 point the headline proclaimed:

The secrets of Vladimir Putin's riches and the Salisbury poisoning:
Russian president ordered hit on Sergei Skripal ‘because he feared he
would expose how he stole his vast fortune’.114

The opening sentence of the text begins:

Vladimir Putin may have ordered the bungled . . . . (Emphasis added.)

111 KGB officer Oleg Kalugin wrote in his memoir Spymaster: *he [Marzani] had close ties to
the Soviet government and the KGB, which secretly kept his publishing house afloat. KGB
officers frequented his parties.” (London: Smyth Gryphon, 1994) p. 85.

112 See the post of August 20, 2008 on the page at
<https://educationforum.ipbhost.com/topic/6089-joachim-joesten/#comment-54197>.

113 <https://www.archives.gov/files/research/jfk/releases/docid-32204484.pdf> We don’t
know the source of the Soviets’ belief that LB] was involved in the assassination. One
possibility is Robert Kennedy, who got to know Soviet diplomatic personnel during the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

114 <https://shorturl.at/sJpXm> or <https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-14148343/
salisbury-poisonings-sergei-skripal-putin-kremlin-embezzlement-putin.html>
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Kincora

Steve Dorril wrote about Kincora in the first issue of Lobster. We continued to
cover the subject through many subsequent issues, especially after we made
contact with Colin Wallace. Because the scandal has never been properly
examined officially, the story keeps cropping-up. The latest instalment is a kind
of memoir by Roy Garland, a member of William McGrath’s Tara organisation,
who blew the whistle on McGrath in 1973 to the RUC but was ignored. The first
part is ‘Roy Garland on corruption in high places’i15 and the second is ‘Tara and
Kincora, the RUC link’.116

UAPs, UFOs - whatever

A very striking, massively detailed article by former State Department analyst
Marik von Rennenkampff on the subject of the US state’s knowledge of UFOs
has appeared on The Hill.117 The 50 links in the text go to recent admissions -
official and unofficial — by US military and intelligence sources on the subject.
Taken individually, some of the recent statements are striking. Pulled together,
as they are in this essay, the effect is overwhelming. Essentially the US military
and intelligence services know - and have known for some time - that the
earth, and its military installations and equipment in particular, are being
regularly visited by vehicles from ... somewhere else . . . vehicles whose
performance the Pentagon can’t understand, let alone replicate.

Changing times . ..

In one of his (now deleted) YouTube pieces Professor Jeffrey Sachs mentioned
a book about US covert action: Lindsey A. O'Rourke, Covert Regime Change:
America’s Secret Cold War (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2018). (Be
warned: there are apparently free PDF copies of this available on-line, but my
computer’s system flagged the sites I checked as potential sources of malware
and/or viruses.) There have been many positive reviews and this, from a

115 <https://thebrokenelbow.com/2024/10/27/roy-garland-on-corruption-in-high-places/>
116 <https://thebrokenelbow.com/2024/11/24/tara-and-kincora-the-ruc-link/>

117 <https://shorturl.at/em8EJ]> or <https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/5024900-
true-anomalies-pentagon-finally-admits-its-baffled-by-ufos/>

The author’s other articles in this field are listed at
<https://muckrack.com/marik-von-rennenkampff/articles>.
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review by David S. Foglesong in the Journal of American History, sums it up
quite nicely.

Drawing on a wide reading in secondary sources supplemented by
research at the National Archives and presidential libraries, O’'Rourke
analyzes sixty-four covert interventions from 1947 to 1989. After
examining the causes, conduct, and consequences of the covert actions
in chapters 3-5, O’'Rourke turns to case studies of U.S. actions in
Eastern Europe, Vietnam, and the Dominican Republic. She finds that
more than 60 percent (39 of 64) of the efforts failed and most did not
remain secret; yet policy makers continued to resort to covert actions
and to overestimate their ability to keep the U.S. role hidden.118

Not only is an American academic writing this, she is getting good reviews and
lots of attention. This is another example of the climate changing. Would she
have found an academic publisher willing to handle it twenty years ago?

I noted in the previous Lobster that Foreign Affairs, house journal of the
Council on Foreign Relations, had recently published this:

For decades, American presidents have waged illegal wars, plotted to
assassinate foreign leaders, unlawfully detained and tortured people,
toppled democratic governments, and supported repressive regimes
without any possibility of legal accountability in either domestic or
international courts.119

Foreign Affairs also published Paul Krugman'’s review of Henry Farrell and
Abraham Newman’s Underground Empire: How America Weaponized the World
Economy.’ 120 While he’s no Marxist, Krugman is what passes for a radical
economist in corporate America and here he is in one of their house journals.

The Israel lobby

According to Lobster’s search engine, AIPAC, the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, was first mentioned more than 20 years ago in issue 49 by Tom
Easton, and has been referred to fairly regularly since. Its activities are now a
feature on several leftish sites. The best recent essay I have seen is by Branko

118 Journal of American History, Volume 106, Issue 3, December 2019

119 See <https://shorturl.at/Z074G> or <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/rest-
world-us-president-has-always-been-above-law>.

120 <https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/american-way-economic-war-paul-krugman>
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Marcetic at In These Times.121 It documents current AIPAC activity against
Democratic Party politicians who are less than enthusiastic supporters of Israel.
The equivalent UK site is the UK subsection of Track AIPAC.122

Dropsitenews is carrying a very striking account by an American journalist
of an Israeli-funded press junket to Israel. Of course the American hacks got a
ton of anti-Hamas and anti-Muslim propaganda. That was the point of the
exercise. What is striking is the absurdity and crudity of the material offered by
the Israelis. Evidently the Israelis involved think American hacks are stupid and
gullible.123

Politicians and economics

Few politicians bother to learn elementary economics and the monetarist idea
of the mid 1970s - control the money supply and you can control inflation -
appealed because it was so simple. It took hold, particularly in the
Conservative Party, where what became the Thatcherites adopted it and
wrecked the British manufacturing economy with it between 1980 and 1984.

Margaret Thatcher was a politician who knew no economics. John
Hoskyns, a businessman recruited to join the Thatcher team as Head of the
Policy Unit, records in his memoir:

I had been concerned since before the election [of 1979] that the pound
was too high. Margaret [Thatcher] seemed to be convinced that ‘the
higher the pound, the better for the economy’.124

(As a high value pound makes imports cheaper and exports more expensive, it
is bad for the domestic manufacturing economy.)

This brief trip down memory lane was prompted by a very good essay in
the New Statesman by Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite, 'The Thatcher
delusion’.125 Alas, we don’t live in a world in which the leader of the Labour
Party will stand up and say that the free market moves since 1979 have all

121 <https://inthesetimes.com/article/squad-aipac-israel-corporate-dark-money>
122 <https://trackaipac.com/united-kingdom>
123 <https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/israel-gaza-amepa-palestine-genocide-iron-dome>

124 John Hoskyns, Just In Time: inside the Thatcher revolution (London: Aurum, 2000) p. 107.
He records (on p. 159) Anthony Barber, Ted Heath’s Chancellor, with the same belief that a
highly valued currency is good for the economy.

125 This is subtitled ‘The Labour Party have swallowed the Iron Lady myth. Rachel Reeves
must abandon it for good’. <https://www.newstatesman.com/ideas/2024/10/the-thatcher-
delusion>
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been a mistake. Even if Mr Starmer thought it, this would entail criticising Mrs
Thatcher’s acolytes, Tony Blair and Gordon Brown, and he won’t do that.

To judge by Chancellor Reeves’ Mansion House speech in November, she
isn't going to entertain any deviant ideas.126 It was all pretty standard stuff
and might have been delivered any time in the last 45 years. The financial
services sector, she told her audience, is:

. the crown jewel in our economy. It employs 1:2m people, from
London to Edinburgh, and from Manchester to Belfast. It is one of the
country’s largest and most productive sectors, accounting for 9% of our
economic output.

Of that 9% about half is in London - that's ‘the City’, the real ‘crown jewel".
The rest is retail banking and insurance spread throughout the UK. So this
‘crown jewel’ is about 4.5% of economic output. At 9.1% of economic output,
and thus twice the size of ‘the City’, is manufacturing.12? But the word
‘manufacturing’ is not in Reeves’ speech. What was in her speech was a
promise to reduce the regulation of the City, imposed after the last financial
crash. What could possibly go wrong? The excellent Richard Murphy made
some similar comments.128

Trouble at NED

The Grayzone is much too sympathetic towards Russia for me but it produces
some interesting material. An example is a long account - based on leaked
emails - of recent events at the US government’s National Endowment for
Democracy (NED).129 NED is evidently having difficulty dealing with the
contemporary world. Part of this flap is the result of the arrival of younger
personnel, who are apparently as concerned with the Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) agenda as they are with promoting democracy and US
interests.130

126 <https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/mansion-house-2024-speech>

127 According to the House of Commons library.
<https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-8353/>.

128 See <https://shorturl.at/Ehnc5> or <https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2024/11/17/
all-rachel-reeves-has-to-do-now-is-wait-for-the-crash/>.

129 <https://shorturl.at/810Ak> or <https://thegrayzone.com/2024/07/30/grayzone-pr-
fiasco-us-govt-regime-change-leaked-emails/>

130 QObviously this was written before President Trump began his assault on DEI in January
2024.
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Among the leaked emails is one from senior NED staffer Michael Allen
which includes this paragraph:

During the NED's first compulsory DEI training (conducted by an
external provider) I asked why social class was not being considered
alongside ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation etc.; questioned the term
“micro aggression”; and observed that social justice movements have
historically sought equality of opportunity, not equality of outcomes. I
raised other questions at a DEI training on the 1619 Project, not least
that it was an ideological, not historical project. After each session (and
a couple more) certain colleagues - including my line manager -
suggested that such interventions were “not helpful” and, in essence,
reflected my white male privilege.131

And if you were wondering how far into the US state DEI has penetrated, you
can read the CIA’s version in their publication 2020-2023 CIA DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION STRATEGY.132

Havana Syndrome

Anomalous Health Incidents (AHIs), discussed in this column in the previous
Lobster, is the official US euphemism for a wide range of symptoms up to and
including brain damage, referred to by all but intelligence bureaucrats as
Havana Syndrome, since the first incidents happened at the US embassy there.
Re-reading some of the reporting and comment on this, two things struck me.
The first was the quite extraordinary lengths to which the agencies of the US
state have been willing to go to publicly deny the reality of what is staring
them in the face. More than 1500 US state employees connected to its foreign
policy organisationsi33 have been assaulted by something invisible. And this
began almost 10 years ago. Yet this is the official US position as of 2023.

Since US officials first reported AHIs in Havana, Cuba in late 2016, the
IC [Intelligence Community] has sought to understand whether these
events can be attributed to a foreign actor and a deliberate external
mechanism. The IC pursued three separate lines of inquiry: the first

131 <https://thegrayzone.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/NED-Master-Files_Redacted.pdf>

132 <https://shorturl.at/w0zxz> or <https://www.cia.gov/static/
c26da464843c5aee8217ef3919b19638/2020-2023-DI-Strategy.pdf>

133 The 1500 figure comes from
<https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/01/havana-syndrome-cia-intelligence-00085021>.
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encompassed work determining whether available data points to the
involvement of a foreign adversary in the incidents; the second focused
on the feasibility and existence of deliberate mechanisms that an
adversary might use against US personnel to cause AHIs; and the third
evaluated whether medical analysis can help determine if an outside
actor is involved in the broad range of phenomena and symptoms
associated with AHIs. Based on the results of these three lines of
inquiry, most IC agencies have concluded that it is “very
unlikely” a foreign adversary is responsible for the reported
AHIs. IC agencies have varying confidence levels, with two
agencies at moderate-to-high confidence while three are at
moderate confidence. Two agencies judge it is “"unlikely” an
adversary was responsible for AHIs and they do so with low
confidence based on collection gaps and their review of the
same evidence.!134 (Emphasis in the original.)

When a lawyer for one of the victims made the obvious point that the CIA was
covering things up, a CIA spokesperson wrote:

The Intelligence Community Assessment on anomalous health incidents
released by ODNI [Office of the Director of National Intelligence]
reflects years of rigorous, painstaking collection, investigative work, and
analysis by IC agencies, including CIA. We applied the Agency’s very
best operational, analytic, and technical tradecraft to what is one of the
largest and most intensive investigations in the Agency’s history. The
CIA remains committed to ensuring continued access to care for
affected officers and to fully investigating any reports of health
incidents. (Emphasis added.)135

And yet they still managed to disregard the experience of over a thousand US
federal employees.

The second striking feature of the reporting is the complete absence of

any back story. You will not learn that the US military itself has a long history
with this technology. In the 1980s the so-called peace camps at Greenham

Common in the UK and Seneca in New York State were subjected to what was
then called ‘zapping’ - electromagnetic radiation - producing effects similar to

134 <https://shorturl.at/sy6B7> or <https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/
assessments/Updated_Assessment_of_Anomalous_Health_Incidents.pdf>

135

<https://shorturl.at/7Cf6z> or <https://www.salon.com/2024/09/16/active-suppression-

of-witnesses-cia-lied-about-havana-syndrome-whistleblower-documents-reveal/>.
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those reported by the current victims of Havana Syndrome.136 But then most
of the research and writing on the subject was done before the Internet and
there’s only a few of us who can pull old cuttings from our filing cabinets.

My guess is that the US state is publicly denying the reality of Havana
Syndrome because, while the US is happy to fight Russia to the last dead
Ukrainian, its politicians are afraid and/or unwilling to confront the reality of
Russia’s hybrid warfare against them and their allies. As to why they are
afraid/unwilling, I have no idea.13”

Streeting ahead

In The Observer on 17 November Phillip Inman had an article with the
headline ‘Streeting’s reforms could save the NHS from the private sector. He
must not fail’.138 Inman omitted - or is unaware of - the fact that Health and
Social Care Secretary Wes Streeting has taken £175,000 from private
healthcare companies!3® and thus is highly unlikely to save the NHS from the
private healthcare sector.

136 This was discussed in Steve Armstrong’s ‘Microwave Wars'’ in the now defunct City Limits,
August 1990. The background was detailed by Armen Victorian in his ‘The military use of
electromagnetic, microwave and mind control technology’ in Lobster 34.

137 One attempted explanation is at <https://shorturl.at/e0ISh> or <https://
ndupress.ndu.edu/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1981229/on-the-gerasimov-doctrine-
why-the-west-fails-to-beat-russia-to-the-punch/>.

138 <https://shorturl.at/8uPRQ> or <https://www.theguardian.com/business/2024/nov/16/
streetings-reforms-could-save-the-nhs-from-the-private-sector-he-must-not-fail>

139 <https://tinyurl.com/2uj32ew3> or <https://www.thenational.scot/news/24250557.wes-
streeting-takes-175k-donors-linked-private-health-firms/>
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