
Lobster is a splendid example of a parapolitical journal. Or 
rather, Lobster are a splendid example, since following an editor-
ial split there are now two journals of that name. The net result of 
the split is twice as much research into a field that is mostly 
ignored by the mainstream press. Both are worth investigating 
for their research on MI5, MI6 and other covert state activities, 
research that is largely unavailable elsewhere. While Steve 
Dorril's Lobster concentrates on the activities of the British and 
US security services, Robin Ramsay's Lobster casts its net wider 
to encompass histories of fascism, the JFK assassination, the 
Lockerbie bombing and the military's medical experiments on 
service personnel. What both Lobsters excel at are finding the 
links between apparently unrelated events, or finding the signif-
icance of an event that many commentators would consider triv-
ial.  
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Alternative Literature 

The opening article by Daniel Brandt, 'Cyberspace wars', in 
addition to its value as a counter to the prevailing media repre-
sentations of the Internet, also examines the activities of right-
wing pressure groups such as Western Goals and he 
Anti-Defamation League (B'nai Brith). It reports on the work of 
the groups Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility and 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation. He tells us about NameBase, 
a tool that he recommends for both investigative journalists and 
reference libraries. For many readers this will be the first time 
they have encountered such names. Elsewhere in the same issue 
we find reviews of almost 50 recent books dealing with the assas-
sination of President Kennedy along with eight pages of book 
reviews on other topics. Scattered throughout the rest of the 
issue, often in footnotes, we find the names and addresses of 
organizations, publications and individuals, all involved in 
parapolitical research, But Lobster is not unique: Anarchy regu-
larly reviews in excess of 100 publications in each issue, 

°- 
Sometimes the impact of this type of close reading can pro-

duce unexpected effects. It was a reference at the end of an article 
in an issue of Lobster that led to the founding of the activist librar-
ians' group Information for Social Change, through byways too 
tortuous to map here. Suffice to say, were it not for Lobster then 
Information for Social Change would not exist. Lobster is a model 
for the potential to be found in this kind of networking. To begin 
with, the research it presents is nothing if not rigorous. In the 
field of parapolitics, where so much writing can easily drift into 
unfounded speculation, annotated articles are crucial. Most are 
accompanied by dozens of closely-typed footnotes, bibliogra-
phies and suggestions for further reading. An issue of Lobster is 
more than a record of current research. It can be used as a 

reference source, a review journal and a significant networking tool to 
access a whole other world of ideas, publications and people. 
Consider the contents of issue 26 of Robin Ramsay's Lobster. 
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